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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-203
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD
Date of Analysis: February 26, 2009
Type of Action: Appropriation; CIP amendment
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $1,500,000 from the Public Works Department’s Authorized Capital Projects Account to the JEDC to provide funding for various capital repair and maintenance projects at the City’s public assembly facilities – Municipal Stadium, Veterans Memorial Arena, Baseball Grounds, Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts, Prime Osborn Convention Center, and Jacksonville Equestrian Center.  The bill also amends the 2008-13 Capital Improvement Program to create an element for these projects in FY08-09 to be entitled Governmental Facilities Capital Maintenance, to be overseen by the JEDC.
Background Information: Representatives of SMG, the private operator of the City’s public assembly facilities, informed the Finance Committee during last year’s budget hearings that the City has appropriated little if any money for maintenance and repairs to any of the buildings listed above since their construction, and warned that a backlog of projects was accumulating.  Failure to address regular maintenance and repairs (waterproofing, roof leaks, air conditioner maintenance, etc.) increases the chances of more extensive, costly repairs in the future.  This bill appropriates $1.5 million from the Banking Fund, not included in the FY 08-09 budget, through the JEDC to SMG to begin addressing needed repairs.  The JEDC is the entity responsible for overseeing the City’s contract with SMG to manage the facilities.
Policy Impact Area: Public facility maintenance and repair
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $1.5 million from the Banking Fund through the JEDC to SMG.
Analyst: Clements
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